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Alrerican Olemical Services, Inc. (ACS) is located at 420 s. Colfax Ave. in 
Griffith, rn. A fEM residences, b.lsinesses, railroad tracks, drainage 
ditches an::l marshlarrls are ne.arDy. 

ACS began q::erations in May 1955 as a "'·~~lvent rea:Nery finn. later, the 
ccrnpany began a dlernical rnanufacturi.ng opd-ation. Fran 1955 to at least 1975, 
ACS disposed of a variety of haz?'i::'dalS Wcl~ prcxiuced duri..r¥3' COil"p3.11y 
operations in an open area on ACS prcpercy. Sane waste was accepted from 
outside sources for i.rx:ineration in the ACS i.rx:inerator. Resul. tant ash was 
disposed of on ACS prq:erty. 

In 1972, the In:tiana state Board of Health (ISEH) respon::led to residents' 
a::rrplaints an::l inspected the ACS facility. Fran April 1972 to September 1973, 
ISffi tried to get ACS to inprove their waste han:Ui..r¥3', spill prevention 
rreasures an::l site maintenance. In 1974 arrl 1975, ISIH resporrled to reports 
that ACS was d.ischargin3' dlemicals to the sanitary sewer an:l c::h.mpi..r¥3' dlemicals 
on site_. 

In 1980, the state of In:tiana requested U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's 
(EPA) involvement at the site. EPA inspections an:l sanpli..rq shCMed. 
contamination fran organic c:x:np:llll'rls in soil an:i g:rcxm:l water. 

In 1984, the site was placed on EPA's National Priorities List (NPL), a roster 
of the nation's nnst serialS hazardous waste sites. 'Ihi.s listin:J made the 
site eligible for investigation arrl clean-up funjs un:ier the nation 1 s 
Cclrprehensive Envirornnental Response, a:.tpensation, arrl Liability Act 
(CERCIA), also krx:1.vn as SUperfurrl. 

'!he first part of the SUperfurrl process, the Rene:lial Investigation (RI), is 
currently un:iel:way. 

RESOtmCE cnm:RVM'ICti and REUJvERY 1Cr (:RCRll) - aJRRENr OPERATIONS 

Actions taken at ACS are regulated urder two federal laws: ~ an::l CERQ.A. 
'nle RCRA action to enforce RCRA liability requi.rere.nts is tmrelated to EPA 1 s 
CERCIA { SUperf\.D'rl) activities. 



ACS has ~ted as a business regulated urrler RrnA, the federal law that 
regulates operations that treat, store or disrose of hazardous substances. 
ACS awlie:i for an q:erati.rg penni t on Noverber 18, 1980, subject to 
requirements spelled em: in RrnA, arrl was grante::l interim status. (Interim 
status, when grante::l, allows a CCil'pal1y to operate until EPA makes a decision 
regardin;J the penni t awl ication. ) 

On August 4, 1989, a canplaint was file:i by EPA against ACS to enforce a 
section of RCFA deali.rq with financial liability. (Ref~: Section 
3008 (a) (1) of the ResaJrce ConseJ:vation arrl F£a:Jvery Act (~), as cuoorrloo, 
42 u.s.c. Section 6928(a) (1), arrl the United states Envirornnental Protection 
}qercy 1s Consolidated Rules of Practice Govei'l'lirg the Administrative 
Assessment of Civil Penalties arrl the Revocation or SUspension of Permits, 40 
CFR Part 22. ) On May 2, 1990, a Consent Agreement an:l Final Order was entered 
at EPA in which ACS was given until September 5, 1990 to obtain liability 
insurance as spelled em: in the order. '!he order stated that if ACS is unable 
to obtain such insurance, they ItVJSt intnediately "cease receipt of all 
hazardous waste," arrl, within 30 days of September 5, 1990, sul:mit to the 
Irrliana l)?partrnent of Envi..rormental Management (IDEM) arrl EPA a closure plan 
incluc:lin; a closure sdledule, ''whidl ad::lresse[s] all of its hazardous waste 
treatment, storage, arrl disposal units. II 

(OOI'E: Olrrent law allaN'S ACS to request a vari~ fran liability insurance 
requirements. ACS peti tione:i the state of Irxtiana for a variance. 'Ihe 
Irrliana · t:eparbnent of Environmental Management (IDEM) stated its intent to 
deny the vari~ request on June 29, 1990. A 45-day plblic ccmnent pericx:l 
began on that day. A final decision on the vari~ request is still 
pen:ii.nJ. ) 

Ft11'0RE SUPERFUND Jc.I'lvl'rr&:i 

R"lase I of the RI was c:x:xtpleted in early December 1989, with the sul:mittal of 
technical rrem::>rarrla to EPA by ACS. Fhase I results shari contamination in the 
waste an:l l::m'ial areas, contaminated gi'Qll"rl water urrler iOOst areas of the 
site, arrl hazardous waste materials on-site. !base II of the RI is c::crit>leted. 
Fhase II concentrated on dete.nninirq the extent of grcmx:l-water contamination, 
sarrpli.rq residential wells, det:enninin;J the voltnne of hazardals substances in 
the waste b.lrial areas, ootli.ning wetlams oo site, cletenn.i.n.in_ sediment ani 
surface water corrt:aminatioo arxi the extent of b.lried waste. 

Preliminary investigations shc:M that on-site gram:l water is contaminated with 
benzene, xylene, toluene, methylene chloride ard various semi-volatile 
CCllpJUJ'rls. Off-site residential wells are not contaminated. 

'Ihe RI report is due Oct:OOer 1990. After the final report is carplete ani 
accepted by EPA, results will be made p.lblic. 'lbe seoorrl part of the RI/FS 
process, the Feasibility study, will CC>l'Omtrate oo ad::lressi.rq awrcpriate 
methods of site clean(UP· 
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To OOtain ll'Ore information, please contact: 
Regardin:r SUperfurrl: 
¥aren Martin 
canrmmity Relations Coordinator 
(312) 886-6128 

Regard:iig RrnA: 
suzanne Kircos 
Public Affairs Specialist 
(312) 353-3209 

Bob swale 
Remedial Project Manager 
(312) 886-5116. 

can Bakk 
~ Enforcarent Specialist 
(312)886-3781 

EPA Toll-free: (800)621-8431 (9 - 4:30 CST) 

A p.lblic information :repository has been established so the p.lblic nay review 
dOC'l.nTients ~ the ACS SUpe.rfurrl site. Location: 

Griffith 'I'a.m Hall 
lli N. Broad st. 

Griffith, IN 

A copy of the Consent Agreement arrl Final order for the RrnA action outlined 
above has also been plaoerl in the ACS repository. 

If yoo did not receive this fact sheet in the nail, yoo are not on EPA's 
mailirg list for the hDerican Chemical Servioes SUpe.rfurrl site. To place your 
name on the maili..rg list, or to make a ch.an:;Je or correction, please fill out 
this form, ani serrl to: 

¥aren Martin, 5PA-14 
catm.mity Relations Coordinator 

·u.s. EPA 
23 o S. De.arborn st. 
Chicago, IL 60604 

NAME: ------------------------------------------------------------
~: ----------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------~AFFI~ON ________________ __ 
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